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Births. 


Deaths. 


From  January  ist  to  December  31st,  1896. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Halesowen  Rural 

District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

The  number  of  births  registered  from  January  1st  to 
December  31st,  1896,  was  1181;  634  males  and  547  females, 
making  a birth-rate  of  4T2  per  1,000. 

For  the  nine  months  ending  December  31st,  1895,  the 
comparative  birth-rate  was  367  per  1,000. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year  was 
525;  272  males  and  253  females,  making  a death-rate  of 
18'3.  The  comparative  rate  for  1895,  was  17  2.  The 
general  death-rate  is  increased  this  year*  to  the  extent  of 
F6,  by  the  mortality  from  measles  alone,  from  which  cause 
there  were  47  deaths.  For  1895  not  a single  death  occurred 
from  measles,  so  that  except  for  this  accidental  increase  of 
1 -6  from  measles — the  general  death-rate  would  stand  at 
167  or  -5  less  than  last  vear. 

Of  these  deaths  the  ages  are  as  follows  : — 


Under  one  year  ...  ...  179 

From  one  to  five  ...  ...  120 

.,  five  to  fifteen  ...  ...  22 

.,  fifteen  to  twenty-five  ...  15 

,.  twenty-five  to  sixtv-five  ...  108 

Above  sixty-five  ...  ...  81 


525 


0 


Zymotic 

Diseases. 


Scarlet 

Fever. 


Of  these  deaths  105  were  caused  by  Zymotic  Diseases, 
giving  a death-rate  of  3‘6,  compared  with  a death-rate  of 
3-4  for  1895. 

Here  again  it  is  necessary  to  add  that  F6  of  the 
Zymotic  death-rate  was  caused  by  measles  alone,  from  which 
cause  last  year  there  were  no  deaths,  this  would  make  the 
mortality  from  other  Zymotic  diseases  20  for  this  year,  as 
compared  with  3*4  for  last  year. 

The  epidemic  of  this  disease  which  during  the  year 
1895,  and  the  first  quarter  of  1896,  affected  so  largely  Lye, 
Wollescote  and  Cradley,  extended  to  Halesowen,  Hasburv, 
Hawne,  Hill,  and  to  a less  extent  to  Cakemore  and  Quinton 
during  the  last  nine  months  of  1896.  Altogether  522  cases 
have  been  notified  during  the  year,  compared  with  747  for 
the  year  1895.  Of  these  (taking  the  places  in  the  order 
where  the  disease  prevailed  most),  169  occurred  at  Hales- 
owen. 115  at  Hill,  71  at  Hasbury,  69  at  Hawne,  30  at 
Cakemore,  24  at  Cradley,  18  at  Lye,  8 at  The  Quinton,  7 at 
Wollescote,  6 at  Lutlev,  3 at  Lapal,  and  2 at  Illey. 

There  were  17  deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever,  of  which  2 
occurred  at  Halesowen,  3 at  Hasbury,  3 at  Hawne,  2 at 
Cakemore,  and  7 at  Hill.  Of  these  15  were  under  5 vears. 

142  cases  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital ; 68 
from  Halesowen,  4 from  Cakemore,  1 from  Cradley,  21  from 
Hasbury,  22  from  Hawne.  20  from  Hill,  3 from  Lapal,  1 
from  Lutley,  and  2 from  The  Quinton. 

In  August  I made  a special  report  to  you  with  regard 
to  this  disease,  and  I am  more  than  ever  convinced  that  in 
a denselv  populated  district  like  this,  consisting  largely  of 
people  who  have  very  little  or  no  knowledge  of  the  nature 
of  infectious  disease — immediate  isolation  is  the  onlv  real 
safeguard  against  its  spread. 
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Although  a considerable  amount  of  opposition  still 
exists  to  isolation  I think  a great  deal  of  it  arises  from  the 
following  causes  : — 

(a)  — The  long  distance  of  the  Hospital  from  most 
parts  of  .the  district. 

( b )  — Its  need  of  being  modernized  as  far  as 
construction  and  equipment  are  concerned. 

(c)  — The  unsuitability  of  the  conveyance  used  for 
the  removal  of  patients. 

One  great  advantage  in  having  a more  centrally  situated 
Isolation  Hospital  would  be  that  it  could  have  erected  in 
connection  with  it  a much  needed  apparatus  for  disinfecting, 
which  would  be  available  for  the  whole  district. 

Measles.  There  was  quite  an  epidemic  of  this  disease  during  the 

first  half  of  the  year,  affecting  chiefly  Lye,  Wollescote, 
Cradley,  Halesowen,  and  Hill.  The  deaths  from  this  cause 
were  47,  of  which  45  were  under  5 years. 

Lye  contributed  16  deaths,  Cradley  8,  Hill  8,  Halesowen 
5,  Wollescote  4,  Lapal  2,  and  Cakemore,  Hasbury,  Hawne, 
and  The  Quinton  each  one. 

The  deaths  in  all  cases  were  associated  with  inflamm- 
atory affections  of  the  air  passages  and  lungs,  and  appeared 
to  be  due  mainly  to  two  causes  : — 

(a)  — Want  of  care  during  the  progress  of  the 
disease,  and  especially  during  early  convalescence. 

(b)  — A more  than  usual  proneness  of  the  respiratory 
apparatus  to  take  on  inflammatory  action  as  the  result 
of  constantly  breathing  impure  air.  I visited  a con- 
siderable number  of  the  houses  where  these  deaths 
occurred,  and  found  that  the  ordinary  means  of  ventil- 
ation were  simply  ignored.  The  bed-room  windows 
were  never  opened  during  the  day-time,  and  the  chimney 
(if  one  existed  in  the  bed-roon)  was  usually  stopped  up. 
Added  to  this  the  use  of  either  an  oil  stove,  or  a large 
oil  lamp  was  the  almost  invariable  rule. 
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Diphtheria. 


There  have  been  34  cases  of  Diphtheria  ; of  these  14 
occurred  at  Halesowen,  1 at  Hasbury,  4 at  Hawne,  4 at 
Hill,  3 at  Illey,  3 at  Lapal,  4 at  Lye,  and  1 at  Wollescote. 
Of  these  cases  three  died,  2 under  and  1 over  five  years. 


With  regard  to  causation  there  were  found  in  almost  all 
the  houses,  where  the  cases  occurred, marked  sanitary  defects. 
Thus  in  three  houses  affected,  sewer  gas  was  found  to  be 
passing  directly  into  them.  Four  cases  occurred  in  close 
proximity  to  the  Halesowen  Brook,  at  a time  when  it  con- 
tained— on  account  of  a long  spell  of  dry  weather — very  little 
but  sewage,  and  that  in  a state  of  active  decomposition. 
Three  cases  occurred  in  houses  with  damp,  dark  and 
unventilated  cellars  so  constructed  that  during  the  night 
when  the  houses  were  shut  up.  emanations  from  these  cellars 
readily  found  their  way  into  the  sleeping  rooms.  * Three 
cases  occurred  almost  simultaneously  at  a farm-house  in  the 
country,  the  house  was  very  old,  and  the  cellars  and  offices 
generally  were  very  much  neglected  and  dirty. 


The  main  conclusion  I draw  from  an  investigation  of 
the  cases  is.  that  stagnation — which  so  readily  lends  itself  to 
the  development  of  low  forms  of  vegetable  life,  and  de- 
composition, whether  in  air,  water  or  soil  polluted  by  organic 
matter — is  a very  powerful  factor  in  the  production  of 
diphtheria. 


Enteric  There  have  been  27  cases  of  this  disease ; 1 at  Cakemore, 

Fever. 

1 at  Cradley,  6 at  Halesowen,  3 at  Hasbury,  9 at  Hill,  6 at 
Lye,  and  one  at  Wollescote.  Of  these  4 died,  1 each  at 
Cradley,  Halesowen,  Hasbury  and  Lye.  13  cases  were 
removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital ; 1 from  Cakemore,  3 
from  Halesowen,  1 from  Hasbury,  and  8 from  Hill. 

With  satisfactory  surroundings,  and  precautions  with 
regard  to  the  disinfection,  and  disposal  of  excreta,  Enteric 
cases  may  very  well  be  nursed  at  home,  but  inasmuch  as 
these  conditions  are  unobtainable  in  the  majority  of  the  cases 
I strongly  advise  the  removal  to  Hospital,  unless  there  is 
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something  in  the  patient’s  condition  to  prevent  it.  The 
majority  of  cases  occurred  in  a scattered  manner,  no  two 
cases  occurring  in  the  same  place,  and  no  very  obvious 
sanitary  defects  being  found  in  connection  with  them.  But 
the  Hill  cases  occurred  differently,  8 out  of  9 being  in  Long 
Lane,  and  thus  appearing  to  have  a common  origin.  There 
is  clear  evidence  that  a large  part  of  the  water  supply  is 
polluted,  and  this,  I think,  must  be  accepted  as  a probable 
factor  in  the  production  of  the  disease. 

Diarrhoea  There  were  15  deaths  from  Diarrhoea;  1 at  Cakemore, 
1 at  Cradley,  2 at  Halesowen,  2 at  Hasbury,  2 at  Hawne, 
1 at  Hill,  2 at  Lye,  and  4 at  Wollescote.  14  of  these 
were  under  5 years. 

There  is  a considerable  diminution  in  the  number  of 
deaths  from  this  disease  compared  with  last  year  when  there 
were  27. 


Erysipelas. 


There  were  33  cases  of  Erysipelas  notified,  but  no 
death  occurred.  32  of  the  cases  were  over  5 vears. 

j 


Whooping 

Cough. 


There  were  18  deaths  from  this  disease,  all  under  5 
years.  Of  these  1 occurred  at  Cakemore.  4 at  Cradley,  2 
at  Halesowen,  1 at  Hasbury,  9 at  Hill,  and  1 at  Wollescote. 


Influenza. 


There  were  10  deaths  from  Influenza;  1 at  Cakemore, 
1 at  Hill.  1 at  Lutley,  3 at  Lye,  and  4 at  Wollescote,  mostly 
old  people. 


Phthisis.  There  were  14  deaths  from  Phthisis,  compared  with  19 
for  last  year.  All  were  over  5 years. 


Ashpits  I have  a very  strong  impression  from  my  own  observ- 

Middens.  ation,  that  the  removal  of  nightsoil  is  not  carried  out  with 
the  regularity  that  it  should  be.  This  is  a very  important 
matter  and  calls  for  the  consideration  of  the  Council. 


Water  On  the  whole  this  is  very  good,  but  as  I have  mentioned 

Supply.  ;n  connection  with  Enteric  Fever  at  Long  Lane  and  New 
England,  Hill,  there  is  a grave  suspicion  that  the  water 
supply  of  those  places  is  at  fault.  From  the  position  and 
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surroundings  of  many  of  the  sources  of  supply  the  water 
must  vary  considerably,  and  from  time  to  time  be  open  to 
contamination.  As  I have  previously  mentioned  in  my  report 
to  you,  the  use  of  surface  water  open  to  sewage  contamination 
must  at  all  times  make  a large  factor  in  the  production  of 
cases  of  Enteric  Fever. 

Over=  During  the  vear  16  cases  have  been  abated.  On 

crowding.  . 

account  of  the  starting  of  new  works,  and  the  large  influx 

of  workmen  into  certain  parts  of  the  district,  this  is  a matter 

which  will  need  the  careful  vigilance  of  the  Sanitary 

Inspectors,  in  the  near  future.  In  many  parts  of  the  district 

there  is  a large  number  of  very  old  cottages,  these  need 

constant  attention  in  the  way  of  repairs,  lime-washing  and 

general  cleansing. 


Disposal 

of 

Sewage. 


I am  glad  to  be  able  to  note  that  the  main  sewerage 
scheme  is  rapidly  approaching  completion,  and  the  work  for 
the  internal  sewerage  of  the  most  populous  parts  will  soon 
be  in  active  progress. 


Byelaws,  During  the  year  the  Council  has  adopted  Byelaws  with 
&c.  . .... 

respect  to  nuisances,  common  lodging  houses,  new  streets 

and  buildings,  and  slaughter-houses,  and  has  also  adopted 

the  provisions  of  the  Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act, 

1890. 


Factories 

and 

Workshops 


Every  means  have  been  taken  to  ensure  registration  of 
factories  and  workshops,  and  compliance  with  the  provisions 
of  the  Act,  from  a sanitary  point  of  view. 


Dairies  and  These  are  periodically  inspected. 

Cowsheds. 

In  conclusion  I would  again  thank  you  for  your  kind 
co-operation  in  carrying  out  the  important,  and  at  times, 
difficult  duties  of  my  office. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  BRETT  YOUNG. 


TABLE  A.— TABLE  OF  DEATHS  during  the  Year  1896,  in  the  Halesowen  Rural  Sanitary  District 

classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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TABLE  C. 

Annual  Report  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  1896. 

Area  in  acres,  6,364.  Population  1881.  25,646;  1891,  28,644.  Increase  1881-91,  2,998. 
Estimated  Population  1896,  30,167.  Name  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  - T.  Brett  \ OUNG. 
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Mortality  per  1.000  of  Population  living  during  same  period. 

Birth  Rate  41 ’2.  Death  Rate  18'3.  (a)  Zymotic  Death  Rate  3'6.  (b)  Inf.  Mortal.  151. 

Phthisis  Death  Rate  ’48.  Resp.  Death  Rate  3’9.  Smallpox  Death  Rate  Nil.  Measles  Death  Rate  T6. 

Scarlatina  Death  Rate  -59.  Diphtheria  Death  Rate  TO.  Whooping  Cough  Death  Rate  ‘62.  (c)  Fever  Death  Rate  T3. 

Diarrhoea  Death  Rate  -52.  Cancer  Death  Rate  T5. 
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(a)  Includes  Smallpox.  Measles,  Scarlatina,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Fever  and  Diarrhoea. 
b ) Estimated  by  measuring  the  proportion  of  deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  per  1,000  of  the  births  registered  during  the 
same  period.  (c)  Including.  Typhus,  Enteric  Fever,  and  indefinite  forms  of  continued  P'evers. 
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for  the  Year  ending  December  31st,  1896. 


REPORT  OF  INSPECTOR  RUSSELL. 


No.  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  enquired  into 
,,  Houses  disinfected 
Houses  lime-washed 
Patients  removed  to  Hospital 
cases  of  illegal  exposure  reported 
new  houses  erected 
houses  made  fit  for  habitation 

closed  as  unfit  for  habitation 
cleansed  and  lime-washed 


5? 


1) 


cases  of  overcrowding  abated 


5 ? 


house-drains  laid  or  relaid 

,,  cleansed,  trapped  and  ventilated 

dumb  wells  rectified 
additional  privies  provided 
,,  ashpits 
closets  repaired 
ashpits  covered 
new  dust  receptacles  provided 
Total  No.  of  houses  from  which  refuse  removable 

privies  and  ashpits  cleansed,  3922  privies, 
pans  emptied 

loads  of  ashes  and  excrement  removed 
loads  of  ashes  and  refuse  removed 
No.  of  smoke  nuisances  under  observation 
offensive  trades  ,, 
wells  sunk 

cleansed  and  repaired 
closed  as  polluted 


535 

525 

300 

154 

1 

66 

56 

4 

134 

8 

8 

40 

4 

95 

42 

65 

110 


o 

O 


5977 
2 ashpits. 

600 
5723 
110 
1 
1 
9 
5 


o 

O 


k 
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No.  of  bouses  supplied  with  tap  water  ...  ...  65 

„ slaughter  houses  regularly  inspected  ...  ..  9 

,,  ,,  . . cleansed  and  repaired  ..  ...  9 

,,  Factories  and  workshops  under  inspection  ...  50 

„ ,,  ,,  certified  for  lime-washing  by  Inspector  6 

,,  insanitary  conditions  dealt  with  as  nuisances  ...  6 

„ persons  engaged  in  milk  trade  now  on  Register 

and  under  supervision  ...  ...  42 

„ contraventions  of  Acts,  Orders  and  Byelaws  dealt  with  25 

,,  canal  boats  inspected  (for  registration  or  otherwise)  ...  10 

,,  lodging  houses  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  2 

,,  ,,  ,,  regularly  inspected  ...  ...  2 

,,  ,,  ,,  cleansed  and  repaired  ...  ...  2 


,,  animals  removed  ... 

,,  loads  of  offensive  refuse  removed 
,,  official  letters  written 
,,  notices  served 
„ ,,  complied  with 

,,  ,,  outstanding 

40  samples  of  water  tested  by  Medical  Officer — 35  good,  5 bad 
9 samples  sent  to  County  Analyst — 4 good,  5 bad. 

1 sample  of  Acid  sent  to  County  Analyst  which  was  found 
poluting  the  river  Stour. 


45 

60 

207 

83 

75 

8 


to  be 


February  20th , iSgy. 
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' : REPORT  OF  INSPECTOR  THOMPSON 


5? 


> J 


86 

54 

1 

49 

8 

12 

752 

8 

12 

16 


No.  of  cases  inquired  into 

houses  disinfected-and  cleansed 
patients  removed  to  Hospital 
new  houses  erected 
houses  made  fit  for  habitation 

closed  as  unfit  for  habitation 
cleansed  and  lime-washed 
cases  of  overcrowding  abated 
house  drains  laid  or  relaid 

,,  cleansed,  trapped  and  ventilated 

insanitary  lavatories,  sinks  and  urinals  rectified 
dumb  wells  rectified 
additional  W.C.’s  provided 

W.C.’s  repaired,  ventilated  and  supplied  with  flush  cisterns 
additional  privies  and  ashpits  provided 
converted  to  pail-closets 
,,  repaired 

Total  No,  of  houses  from  which  refuse  removable 
privies  and  ashpits  cleansed 
portable  receptacles  cleansed  each  week 
.,  loads  of  ashes  and  excrement  removed 
,.  i loads  of  ashes  and  refuse  moved 
No.  of  smoke  nuisances  under  observation  ...  ... 

,,  offensive  trades  under  observation 
,,  wells  closed  as  polluted 

.,  houses  supplied  from  waterworks  (during  year) 
slaughter*  houses  regularly  inspected  ... 

,,  systematicly  inspected  and  cleansed 

with  lime-wash  every  three  months 
factories  and  workshops  under  inspection 

certified  for  lime-washing  by  Inspector  20 
insanitary  conditions  dealt  with 


1) 


13 

4 
4 
306 
. 8 
239 
3.228 
6,149 
24 
10,488 
326 


2 

.92 

26 

26 

39 


as  nuisances 
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No.  of  persons  engaged  in  milk  trade  now  on  Register  and 

under  supervision 

cases  of  animals  removed  as  a nuisance 
removals  of  offensive  refuse 
official  letters  written 
notices  served 
notices  complied  with 
notices  outstanding 


>5 


J? 


>? 


22 

16 

18 

504 

346 

319 

27 


Total  No.  of  houses  supplied  with  tap  water  from  water  works  2,868 
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February  igth  i8gy. 


